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relevant  factors. The specific spatial organisation of  the Serbian Orthodox Church  in the 
homeland and in the diaspora is emphasized. 





















contemporary church architecture in serbia
The expansion of the construction of churches  in the cities of Serbia  in the last 

























1 Literal and sole following of its own Medieval architectural models was exposed to criticism in 
the circles of art historians, in the sense that new church architecture should be transformed and 
more radically turned towards symbolic forms of expression in the architecture of religion. The 
deceased Patriarch Pavle, however, pointed out that it was much better to build a church based 


























on the model of the main monuments of Serbian Medieval architecture ( Gracanica, Kalenic and 
Lazarica ), until it came to a new, acceptable style for Orthodoxy ( indicated by Kadijević 2010, 116 ).
2 Sacred architecture during the transition period saw a significant expansion, not only in Serbia, 
but also in the entire Balkan region. Similar architectural expansion is characteristic of Orthodox 
Romania, where many Orthodox churches were built in the post-communist period. Since 2007, 
the grandiose Church of the Salvation of the Romanian people has been under construction in 
Bucharest. It will be 120 meters high, 120 m long and 70 meters wide. It will be able to host 5,000 
worshippers, while the surrounding complex will be able to receive 125,000 visitors. The increase 
in the construction of religious buildings is characteristic of other denominations in the Balkans. 
According to data from the Center for Islamic Architecture in Sarajevo, by 2004 over 550 new 
mosques were built in Bosnia and Herzegovina. In Sarajevo, in 2000, the mosque “ King Fahd ” was 
opened ; it can host about 5,000 worshippers and is currently the largest mosque in the Balkans. The 
construction of new mosques in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo is followed by criticism indi-
cating the Arabisation of Balkan Islamic architecture. More and more mosques with more than one 
minaret are being built, which has not been a feature of Balkan mosques until now ( Barišić 2008 ).





















































are not  spacious  enough  to  accommodate  all  the worshippers during  important 
religious holidays.





















It was built  in  the Serbian-Byzantine  style, with  four  towers, 44 m  in height. 
The height of the dome is 70 m, while the main gold plated cross is another 12 m 
high. The church occupies an area of 3,500 square meters on the ground floor, with 






































Photo 1. Temple of St. Sava, Belgrade (photo – novosti.rs)
Photo 3. New planted Church in Kraljevo, Serbia (photo M. Spasojević)
Photo 2. New cathedral in Valjevo, Serbia (photo M. Spasojević)







































Temnicko,  Jasenicko, Beļicko, Levacko )  or  according  to  the name of  the given 
municipal centre. Decanates are divided into a number of parishes.









Variations in the population size and spacing of church units
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selection of sites for new churches in cities
The question is how large parochial churches in the major cities of Serbia should 
be and where they are supposed to be located. In the absence of a proper analysis, 


































The Department  for Urban Planning  in Niš, under  the direction of  architect 
Mihail Medvedev  in  1997,  conducted  an  “ Analysis  of  needs  and possibilities 
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to 400 and  large churches  from 600  to 800 congregants.  It  is believed  that  such 
a distribution would satisfy the needs of 7,500 to 12,500 people, which corresponds 
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to  the assumption that,  from the total population, approximately 3  to 5 % of  the 
population are devoted believers who regularly participate in religious activities of 
the Orthodox Church ( Medvedev 1997 ).
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